
 

 

 

 

2016 Summer Reading Program 

Summer Reading Club has been going well with lots of excited children in both Stephenson and Hermansville. We 
share a few pictures to show the range of activities. The final party is July 13th with Michigan Science Center’s Brain 
Games program. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

SUMMER READING = 
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Summer Reading, Continued 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Plant Sale Success 
This year’s plant sale brought in $875 in sales, making it a very successful event. Despite the threatening 
skies, customers and workers remained dry throughout the morning. As the day warmed and the skies 
cleared, visitors ventured out to browse through our offerings. From the smallest flower to the ever-popular 
vegetable plants to Joan’s many wonderful garden craft offerings, everyone found something to buy to 
enhance that special spot in the yard back at home. 
 
Remember to mark the date for next year. Our plant sale is always on the Saturday of Memorial Day 
weekend. If you haven’t been to one, you have a treat in store. If you have, then you know that the prices are 
reasonable and the offerings are varied.  

  Hermansville 
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Director’s Corner 

Don Machalk just donated a very cool "chain saw" art book bench to the 
library. We have also recently received a lovely wooden train hand made by 
the late Ernie Peterson.   

Laughing Yoga Lady came to story time on the 29th, and Summer Reading 
Club is in full swing and is going well. The big final party for summer reading 
is July 13th with the Michigan Science Center program Brain Games. 
Everyone is welcome. 

The library is running a Summer Book Bingo for adults and older youth with 
fabulous prizes. Every Bingo gets an ice cream cone and is entered in the final prize drawing.  Bingo forms 
are available at the libraries and on the bookmobile. Fun, fun, fun!  

The bookmobile will be out at the Menominee County Fair this year July 22 -24.  There will be make-and-
take crafts, story times, and information on library programs. Stop in and say hi! Also, the library staff could 
use some help manning the bookmobile at the fair. If any Friends would like to volunteer, please call me 
(Amanda Winnicki) at the library. 

If you have enjoyed seeing the collections in the display case in the vestibule, please be aware that the library 
is always looking for collections to share.   

Check out the deals on the MAP program (icon on the library web site). There are lots of nice discounts both 
locally and all over Michigan for museums, parks, and other tourist destinations. 

We are in in the planning phase for a fall/winter program "What’s my hobby?” Those who have hobbies that 
they are passionate about and would be willing to bring to the library and share or demonstrate for an hour or 
two, please contact me (Amanda) at the library. 

Amanda Winnicki, Director (906-753-6923) 
 

Letter from the President 
Hello, Everyone, 

Thank you to everyone for all the wonderful help we had at the 
plant sale. What a great group of people we had that showed up 

early and stayed to the finish. We had 
an excellent display of plants and 
garden crafts to offer the public.  

Our library garden looks great, and I 
think people really enjoy all the flowers growing there. Looking ahead, we will be 
supporting the Book Mobile at the County Fair and then the big book sale the end 
of July. We will need many volunteers for these activities, and I know the 
membership will come through just as they have in the past. See you there. 
 
Joan Brown, President 
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Menominee County Library 
P.O. Box 128 

S319 Railroad Street 
Stephenson, MI 49887 

 

Book Sale—Help Needed 
This year’s book sale will take place on July 29-30. Last year’s sale brought in over $900 for the Friends of 
the Library, placing it in the high-profit end of the sale history. We hope that this year’s sale will be as 
successful. If you have time to help, we can use assistance in moving paperbacks from the library to the 
town hall on Monday, July 25th, at 9:00 a.m. and also at the sorting session on Thursday, July 28th at 
9:00 a.m.  
We always need people to cover the two locations (Hayward Room in the library and 
the town hall) for the sale itself. Please call Gerri Newnum at 863-1057 or the library at 753-6923 if 
you could work a shift or two at the sale. Hours will be 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on July 29th and 9:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. on July 30th.   

 

Raffle Update  

Raffle prizes already include a cedar chair generously donated by LaPointe Cedar Products, a flat-screen TV, 
a quilt handmade by the Quilting Friends, and various wonderful gift certificates from area businesses. 
Tickets sold during the plant sale and since that date have already totaled $125. We also thank Anderson-
Diehm for funding the printing costs for the tickets again this year. 

We will continue to sell tickets at the book sale and at the library desk. If you know of anyone who might like 
to donate a prize, please let us know by calling the library with a message for either Joan Brown or Gerri 
Newnum. 

 

Membership—New or Renewal 

Use this short membership form, the renewal form you received in the mail, or any paper with your name and the type of 
membership you’d like. Mail it to the library or drop it off whenever you’re at the library. Friends of the Menominee County Library is 
a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization. Your donation may be tax deductible. 

• Individual or Family $10 
• Business  $50 
• Individual Life  $100  

 
I want to be a Friend of Menominee County Library. 

Name: ___________________________________E-Mail: -
___________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Phone: _________________________________________     (Receiving the newsletter by e-mail is free.) 
 
Circle one:  Individual or Family: $10               Business: $50               Individual Life: $100   
 
Individual, Family, and Business memberships expire on December 31 of the year shown on the mailing labels.        
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Friendly Focus: Jennifer Hirn 

With the retirement of Sally Harris, Menominee County Library added a staff 
member, Jennifer (Jenn) Hirn. We encourage Friends and others to visit the library 
or the bookmobile to meet her. She’s a delightfully friendly person, as 
demonstrated in the biography she so kindly wrote for us. We include it as the 
remainder of this article. 

I am a Yooper through and through—was born, raised, have always lived, and plan 
to stay in the U.P. However, my family and I moved back to Menominee County in 
2004, and have been enjoying country life since.   

Books and reading have always been a part of my life and 
who I am. I still have my hardcover copy of the Mother 
Goose anthology from when I was a toddler. When I was in 
the third grade my teacher had a reading contest for our class, in which I took 2nd place. (The 
other girl had read just one or two more books to capture the prize and the title of “top 
reader”.) Just a couple of months ago, at story time, I had the special opportunity to read my 
personal copy (inscribed to me from an aunt) of Shel Silverstein’s The Giving Tree. That was a 
neat kind of “full circle” moment, because I had someone read that story to me at some point in 
my childhood. A sweet moment, a bittersweet story. 

As a teenager, one of the purest joys I had was the anticipation of summer vacation 
and checking out a stack of books from the bookmobile to devour over that break. 
Such enjoyment!  While I was in high school my favorite classes were ones dealing 
with literature and writing; those interests surfaced again in college. English lit 
became my occupying course work and the brief daydream of becoming a college 
professor enticed me.  Study of Wordsworth, Byron, and Shelley translated into a 
bachelor’s degree in English. Despite my interest in those topics, I also came to a 
point in my life where I was having a hard time translating Chaucer and 
Shakespeare into everyday life; after all, a person has to survive and live. That is 
when I entered the world of retail sales, and later worked with elders in a nursing 
home. Twenty years later, give or take a few, here I am.  

My regret is that I didn’t pursue a library science degree from the start; Byron and Chaucer would have been all right 
with that career choice! It is a joy to work in the library, if indeed I can attach such a label as “work” to what I do 
here. Daily I am surrounded by something I love…books. 

I really enjoy being part of the Menominee County Library. I have met a lot of very nice and interesting people-both 
patrons and Friends of the Library. I also need to say that I work with three fantastic gals who daily go above and 
beyond the call of library duty. Thank you all—patrons, Friends of the Library, and co-workers—for making me feel so 
welcome here!  

The things that I enjoy doing the most include spending time with my family, gardening, being outside in nice weather, 
collecting cookbooks (along with trying new recipes), fishing, rock hounding—and, of course, reading. 

My favorite emotion is weeping over an amazing book and/or falling in love with a story that you can’t bear to see end. 

My new favorite quote, one that I recently found, is from Gary Paulson who said “Read like a wolf eats.” I like that 
one.  

It just makes me smile when patrons come into the library and are exuberant about a book they’ve just finished and 
loved. I can relate.  
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Additions 
Adult Fiction  

LaRose ...................................... Louise Erdrich 
Beyond the Ice Limit ................. Douglas Preston 
Zero K ....................................... Don Delillo 
House of Secrets ....................... Brad Meltzger   (Audio CD) 
Emperor’s Revenge .................. Clive Cussler     (Audio CD) 
 

Adult Non-Fiction 

The Longevity Book .................. Cameron Diaz 
Disrupt Aging ........................... JoAnn Jenkins 
National Parks Guide U.S.A. ... Sara Flynn 
Miraculous Abundance ............ Perrine Herve-Gruyer 
 

Large Print Fiction 

The Doll-Master ....................... Joyce Carol Oates 
A Friend of Mr. Lincoln ........... Stephen Harrigan 
Fire Bound ................................ Christine Feehan 
 

Large Print Non-Fiction 

The Gene .................................. Siddhartha Mukherjee 
Becoming Grandma .................. Lesley Stahl 
Sailor & Fiddler ....................... Herman Wouk 
 

Juvenile Easy 

Listen to the World ................... Bill Martin 
Have a Look, Says Book ........... Richard Jackson 
Froggy Goes to the Library ...... Jonathan London 
 

Juvenile Fiction 

The Scandal .............................. John Grisham 
Jacky Ha-Ha ............................. James Patterson 
Fake Snakes & Weird Wizard .. Henry Winkler 
 

Juvenile Non-Fiction 

Great Depression for Kids ....... Cheryl Mullenbach 
S Is for Sleeping Bear Dunes .... Kathy-Jo Wargin 
Foodprint .................................. Paula Ayer 
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Staff Appreciation Reception 
Those who enjoy the library’s services soon realize just how vital the contributions of the library staff are to 
the average patron’s visit. Both Hermansville and Stephenson offer warm, friendly assistance to all library 
patrons, and Friends and community joined to show appreciation to the library staff members for many years 
of gracious help.  
 
A public reception on Wednesday April 27th brought staff, members of the public, and Friends of the Library 
together to honor our staff at both branches. Individual Friends contributed gifts and flowers, and the Friends 
organization supplied snacks and lemonade. Guided by the exceptional artistic eye of Joan Brown, the gifts, 
flowers, and refreshment table were all lovely. Not pictured: Linda Cooley, Hermansville branch librarian. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Annual Meeting 
At the annual meeting in May, the following officers were re-elected: 

President: Joan Brown 
Vice President: John Routhier 
Secretary: Tom Cheski 
Treasurer: Gerri Newnum 
 
Those present at the meeting also voted to add a deputy treasurer position to the Friends’ organization set of 
officers. The deputy treasurer will be able to write checks, make deposits, and transfer funds when the 
treasurer and president are not available.  

Deputy Treasurer: Carol Kuntze 
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CALENDAR 

DAY DATE TIME EVENT  LOCATION 
Thursday July 7, 2016 10:00-11:30 a.m. Friends’ Meeting Hayward Room 
Monday July 25, 2016 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Book Moving-Library to Town Hall Men. County Library 
Thursday July 28, 2016 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Book Sorting Town Hall 

Thursday July 28, 2016 1:00-3:00 p.m. Turning Leaves Book Club Meeting-
Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne Hayward Room 

Friday July 29, 2016 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Book Sale Hayward Room & 
Town Hall 

Saturday July 30, 2016 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Book Sale Hayward Room & 
Town Hal 

Thursday August 25, 2016 1:00-3:00 p.m. Turning Leaves Book Club Meeting-
Short Story of Member’s Choice Hayward Room 

Monday September 5, 2016 All Day Menominee County Library is closed 
for Labor Day. Monday 

Thursday September 22, 2016 1:00-3:00 p.m. Turning Leaves Book Club Meeting-Immortal Life of Henrietta 
Lacks, Rebecca Skloot 

Friday November 11, 2016 All Day Menominee County Library is closed for Veterans’ Day. 
 

• The Hayward Room is located in the Menominee County Library 
*(MCL).  

• The Friends of the Library, the Turning Leaves Book Club, and the 
Writers’ Group all welcome new members. 
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Menominee County 
Library  

P.O. Box 128 
S319 Railroad Street 
Stephenson, MI 49887 
 

Phone 
906-753-6923 
800-559-8194 
 

 

Fax 
906-753-4678 
E-mail 
mcl@uproc.lib.mi.us      
Website 
www.uproc.lib.mi.us./Menominee 

Where to Find Us: 

mailto:mcl@uproc.lib.mi.us

